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OGONGO CAMPUS WOWS CHANCELLOr
Only campus offering Crop Science and Forestry studies in Namibia

D
uring his maiden visit to 

the Ogongo Campus, 

mid-week, the University 

of Namibia Chancellor, 

Dr Nangolo Mbumba was left 

speechless by the academic and 

research activities ongoing at the 

campus.

The Chancellor, since his inauguration 

in April this year, has had similar 

familiarisation visits to ten of the 

twelve University campuses. The 

Ogongo Campus stopover made 

it his eleventh so far. In the course 

of the Ogongo visit, the Chancellor 

interacted with staff members, 

under- and post-graduate students, 

while gaining an understanding on 

the various Campus activities. During 

the Campus tour, he was shown 

laboratory experiments on cowbean 

seeds and wild spinach (ombidi), 

exceptional horticulture practices, 

rice milling and dairy products.

Impressed by the ongoing activities, 

Dr Mbumba said, “Ogongo Campus 

is not just a cocoon in Omusati 

region, but an international flavoured 

community, with academic and 

research undertakings of great 

impression.” He encouraged the 

Campus “to continue helping the 

communities with tested solutions” 

and do it for “the interest and benefit 

of Namibia at large.”

The Campus, which is home to 174 

female and 129 male students, 

including seven international 

students from four countries, has 

established itself as a research site of 

note in the region, if not the country at 

large. Its staff compliment of 45, from 

six nationalities including Namibia, 

are involved in amongst others, 

crop, climate change, conservation 

agriculture, poultry and rice studies.

According to the Assistant Director 

for Academic Affairs and Research, 

Dr Benisiu Thomas, the Campus is the 

only one that offers a Bachelor of 

Science in Crop Science and another 

in Integrated Environmental Science, 

specialising in Forestry. “If you take 

a satellite view of the Campus 4 000 

ha and its far surroundings, we have 

the most forestation. Our forestland 

attracts rare bird species, that are 

hard to find in the northern parts 

of Namibia anymore,” asserts Dr 

Thomas.

The Campus aims to provide high 

quality education that promotes 

sustainable agricultural and 

natural resource development and 

management. It currently offers two 

Diplomas in Agriculture, as well as 

in Natural Resources Management; 

three BSc degrees, as well as Masters 

and PhDs (by thesis) programmes. 

Ogongo Campus is situated 50km 

from Oshakati town, with adequate 

hostel facilities and suitable staff 

housing.

GErMAN SECTION HOSTS  
CArEEr INFOrMATION SESSION FOr STUDENTS

F
or the fourth year in a row, 

the German Section in the 

Department of Language 

and Literature Studies, 

together with DAAD (German 

Academic Exchange Service) in the 

Faculty of Humanities and Social 

Sciences, hosted a special career 

fair for its German students to meet 

prospective employers and to get 

ideas about jobs and careers. 

Every year the Section invites 

companies, institutions and NGOs, 

which are either German run or 

related to Germany, and even 

more importantly, where German 

language skills are a plus and 

where the section sees employment 

opportunities for its students. The 

event is compulsory for all students 

to broaden their view and give them 

ideas. 

At this year’s event, representatives 

from companies such as Gondwana 

Collection, Deutsche Höhere 

Privatschule (DHPS) and Ohlthaver 

& List Group of Companies, shared 

tips on the importance of languages 

in one’s professional career, as well 

as graduate programmes on offer in 

the various organisations. 

Lubowski Kadila, a former student in 

the German Section, talked about 

his company Anchor Adventures, 

what he does and how he started. 

The presenters were also asked by 

the audience to tackle the question 

of “attitude and attire – how to 

be successful today.” Essentially, 

the representatives also shared 

with the students their views on 

professionalism, the importance of 

passion and enthusiasm for your 

job, motivation and eagerness to 

learn and grow, to be open to new 

adventures as important aspects 

and that money is not everything. The 

session concluded with a discussion 

on what a successful job interview 

looks like.
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