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Unam celebrates International Archives Day

Every year on 9 June, the In-
ternational Council on Ar-
chives (ICA) encourages
archival institutions to cele-
brate their work by highlight-
ing the importance of keeping
archives and making it avail-

able to the communities they
serve.

The theme for International Ar-
chives Day 2018 was ‘Archives:
Governance, Memory and Her-
itage’.

The theme draws alink between the
“"preservation of records underpin-

ning astrong and trustworthy public
administration, as well as documen-
tary heritage eémpowering everyone
to draw on the past to create a better
future.

The theme highlights the impor-
tance of proper recordkeeping, which
is the first process of ensuring records
are created, filed and preserved in a
manner that they can be retrieved
within the shortest time possible. The
theme encourages organisations to
file at the inception of a record, and
that the record should be managed
and kept systematically to ensure that
institutions are accountable to the
communities they serve.

The University of Namibia (Unam)
library will celebrate International
Archives Day today and tomorrow.
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The days will be celebrated with an
exhibition, which will run over two
days in the Unam library foyer. The
exhibition will showcase collections
from the Katjavivi Private Archives,
DuPisani Private Archives, Tjitende-
ro Private Archives and the Finnish
Evangelical Lutheran Mission

(FELM) Private Archives. .

Ndahambelela Iipinge, hgad of the
library’s archives and special qllec-
tions department, said “Thg prlvz}te
collections have been depos1tecw1.th
Unam library’s archives and sjecial
collections department becaise of
the educational relationship tht the

individual depositors have with the
university, as well as the contribu-
tions they made towards teaching,
learning and research.”

Professor Peter Katjavivi, who is
Unam’s founding vice-chancellor and
the current speaker of the National
Assembly, was instrumental in the

university’s establishment and laid
the foundation for academic excg.l-
lence. Professor Andre Du Pisan} 18
Unam’s emeritus professor, having.
lectured in the department of politi-:
cal science for many years.

The late Dr Mose Tjitendero, the
founding speaker of parliament, was,
instrumental in ensuring the United
Nations Institute for Namibia (UNIN)
was a success, where togethef' Wlth g
others he led and taught Namlbla'lns
in exile. The fourth private colle(;tlon
was deposited at Unam, following a
successful partnership betweep th'e
Unam library and the Helsinki _UI_ll-
versity library. The FELM.had in its
collection additional published ma-
terials by Elcin, which were beﬁttlpg
for the archives as they are beneficial
to linguistic students and lecturers
at Unam.

“The official opening is plan'ned to
have discussions around the impor-
tance of recordkeeping and archives,
as well as background to se_lec.tefi ar-
chives by the depositors:” said Ilpmie.

She added the event will also see the
official handover of two new p}lbllca-
tions to the Unam library by Lleute.r:-
ant-General Epaphras Denga Ndall1 -
wah, author and re;i‘red chief of the

ibian Defence Force.
NTag:bbooks are titled ‘A: Life and
Views of a Soldier: Author’s Pe}‘specé
tive’ and ‘Strategic Lea.dershl'p an :
Management the Dil.'ectlon Pomterts.
Effective and Enabling Instrumexll i
to overcome Challenges of the 21s

Century’.



